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Holy Trinity Church of England Primary School
Early Years Foundation Stage Intent
At Holy Trinity Church of England Primary School Foundation Stage we:
· are driven by our Christian Vision to provide our pupils with the best possible start to their education. Love, hope, aspiration and joy drive our intention of providing a welcoming community of faith, where all of our pupils learn and flourish together
· create a happy, safe and nurturing environment where children develop their independence as learners
· provide a curriculum which is rich, exciting and motivates children to love learning, develop language and grow in confidence through a breadth of opportunity
· create an environment where children develop resilience, friendships and positive relationships
· ensure that learning is accessible for all and that children’s individual progress is valued
· provide a stimulating environment and exciting opportunities both indoors and outdoors to promote curiosity, problem solving and imagination
· work closely and collaboratively with parents to ensure we value home experiences and develop a true reflection of the whole child
· effectively prepare children for the next stage in their school life. 
Organisation
Our Foundation Stage Unit consists of one nursery classroom and one reception classroom. Working as a Foundation Stage Unit, children can work at their experiential level rather than chronological age for longer. This means that there is no ceiling of development for nursery-age children, who may benefit from learning alongside older and more experienced children. Less experienced children particularly benefit when they reach reception age, as they can continue to engage in developmentally appropriate learning and play alongside younger children. Children can access appropriate resources easily; and have the time and space to develop at their own pace. Children have access to classrooms and a large outdoor area throughout the day.
Implementation
Our curriculum is everything that we teach, both inside and outside of the classroom. It begins from the moment the children join us and continues throughout their journey in EYFS. Our curriculum has our Christian Vision at its heart and is ambitious and aspirational for all. We know this because we have developed our curriculum design and planning in-line with the EYFS Framework and Development Matters guidance, and continuously review it based on current best practice, for example, the 2024 OFSTED research analysis document on Strong Foundations in the first years of school and EEF guidance reports.
The EYFS framework sets out the seven areas of learning and development and all pupils engage in a well-planned blend of whole class, group and individual learning opportunities.
 Prime Areas 
· Communication and Language development
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
· Physical Development
Specific Areas 
· Literacy 
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World 
· Expressive Arts and Design 
We initially place a strong emphasis on the Prime areas of learning: Communication and Language; Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical Development. Through our core focus on effective interactions, high quality texts and language development, we have a clear commitment to developing children’s oracy and early vocabulary. As the children grow and progress, we build on the prime areas of learning and support them to develop skills in the four specific areas with an emphasis on children’s literacy and mathematical development. This incorporates our whole school approach to the direct teaching of phonics using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds and carefully planned maths using NCTEM and White Rose Maths. This sequence supports children in acquiring the skills and knowledge required for a smooth transition into Key Stage 1.
The curriculum provides a play-based and experiential learning environment, combined with focussed teaching and basic skills. The children in the Foundation Stage are provided with broad opportunities accessible in our indoor and outdoor provision. They engage in planned, focussed activities as well as self-initiated and free flow activities. 
The characteristics of effective learning are factored into all aspects of the planned curriculum and feature in adult focused quality interactions. The characteristics highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play, explore and think critically about the world around them. 
· Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
· Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy achievements
· Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things
Phonics Teaching
Holy Trinity follows the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds phonic programme to deliver phonics and early reading, using a wide range of physical and online resources to support this. Every child is taught phonics every day with all staff well-trained and demonstrating a culture of belief that everyone can achieve and succeed, and a collective approach to ensuring that children ‘keep-up’ with their learning as a result of well-planned and strategically implemented high-quality instruction. Children move from phase 1 – foundations for phonics – in nursery, to phase 2 and onwards in Reception. Reception children are taught to apply their developing phonic skills in reading practice groups 3 times a week, based on their current phonic knowledge.
Learning Means the World
Our school follows the Learning Means the World (LMTW) Curriculum for our foundation subjects. In EYFS, we use the LMTW curriculum to broaden the experiences on offer for our children. We carefully select experiences for the children to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding in all areas of learning for the EYFS: Communication and Language; Physical Development; Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Literacy; Mathematics; Expressive Arts and Design and Understanding the World. The themes are inter-connected so that the children can make links between their learning, build on their small steps of progress, retrieve prior knowledge and skills, and apply their learning in different contexts. High quality texts and clearly planned vocabulary are always at the heart of LMTW planning.
Assessment
Baseline assessment on entry ensures a clear picture is quickly understood for all pupils, which then feeds into the planned provision for them as individuals. Children are able to immediately build on their personal starting points and their skills, knowledge and understanding can flourish. All adults in setting have a sound knowledge of the children they work with and this information is used to develop each child holistically and will ensure that all aspects of early childhood development are catered for. Where pupils are identified as not making expected progress, or not reaching observational checkpoints, intervention is planned in conjunction with the EYFS leader, subject leaders and the SENDCo, and is then reviewed at pupil progress meetings termly. Support from outside agencies is sought to further enhance provision in partnership with parents. 
Every child in EYFS has a ‘Record of Learning’ in which we record adult observations and keep samples of the children’s work. Parents and carers are encouraged to share their own comments and observations to demonstrate what their children can do at home.
At the end of the EYFS, teachers complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:
· meeting the level of development expected at the end of the EYFS and should be assessed as expected
· or are not yet reaching this level and should be assessed as emerging
Children are defined as having reached a Good Level of Development (GLD) at the end of the EYFS if they have achieved the expected level for the ELGs in the prime areas of learning (communication and language; personal, social and emotional development; and physical development) and the specific areas of mathematics and literacy.
Impact
Through the delivery of a well-planned and challenging curriculum, we expect pupils to leave the Early Years Foundation Stage as independent learners, with the transferrable skills needed to start Key Stage One. 
We aim for our pupils to leave our Foundation Stage ready for the next stage in their education and ready for Year One by: 
· Using clear, appropriate and adventurous language to effectively communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings
· Using their phonics knowledge to read accurately with increasing speed and fluency
· Writing correctly punctuated simple sentences 
· Understanding and using early numbers and mathematical problem solving skills
· Having good personal, physical and social skills
· Enjoying listening attentively and responding with comprehension to familiar stories and rhymes
· Demonstrating positive attitudes to learning through high levels of curiosity, concentration and enjoyment
· Listening intently and responding positively to adults and each other 
· Being resilient learners who are keen to learn and are proud of their achievements
· Developing an appreciation and understanding of the world around them!
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